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Message from the Manager 

All at RIA hope you are trimming your Christmas trees and getting 
ready for a safe and happy holiday season.  We celebrated the end of 
another year holding our Annual General meeting at the Mecure – Blue 
Mango.  I would like to thank Councillor Robert Pyne for Chairing our 
meeting and taking time to talk about the importance of International 
Human Rights Day. 
 

                                                              
Robert Pyne and RIA members                      Carol, Sonia, Joseph, Edward and Jenny 
 

          
Sonia presented RIA with her painting           George & Jo relaxing after the formalities 
 

In 2013 our Management Committee (MC) consisted of President Mark 
Phillips, Vice President Lyndell Bourke, Treasurer Bob Dollery, 
Secretary Marleen Blake and general members Sue Tomasich, Jenny 
McCabe, Joseph Lynd and Bernadette Dilma.  These volunteer 
committee members provided sound Governance and ensure the 
continuing success for our organisation.  It is with sadness and great 
respect, that Sue who has been on the MC for over 7 years in roles 
including the President, Vice President, Secretary and general member 
and Lyndell & Bob who filled Executive roles over the last few years are 
stepping down from their roles this year.  However, it is good to note 
that their succession planning has provided new members.  We 
welcome our new MC team listed on the left of our Newsletter. 
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The National 

Disability Abuse and 
Neglect Hotline 

 

(the Hotline) – a telephone 

service for reporting cases 

of neglect and abuse of 

disabled members of the 

community 

Hotline: 1800 880 052 

TIS: 13 14 50  

TTY: 1800 301 130 

NRS: 1800 555 677 

Email: 

hotline@workfocus.com 

For more information 

visit the Website: 

www.disabilityhotline.net.au/ 

 

We encourage you to 
have a look at these 

links below 
 

National Disability 
Organisations 
Clearinghouse 

http://ndoch.govspace.gov.au/  

 

Australian Human 
Rights Commission 

http://www.humanrights.gov.au  

 

Disability Services 
(Restrictive Practices) & 
other Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2013 – 
Submissions due by 
5.00pm on Thursday, 9 
January 2014 
The link to the Committee 
website is - 

http://www.parliament.qld.gov.a
u/work-of-
committees/committees/HCSC 

 
 

At our AGM I also provided an overview of statistical information on our 
Independent advocacy which included: 

 provided individual advocacy to 76 people 

 on 30th June, 11 people remained on our waiting list  

 and 8 people turned away – no capacity to assist.   
 

In addition, we assisted a further 132 people with their enquiries and 
31 people were referred to a more appropriate local service 
provider. 
 
RIA has had another year of uncertainty around our Service 
Agreements and funding however we were successful in our 
Expression of Interest with the Centacare Partners in Recovery (PIR) 
program and now host a PIR Support Facilitator – Jo.  RIA continues to 
lobby funding to extend our geographic area however we remain limited 
to Cairns Yarrabah Atherton and Mareeba and unable to meet the 
needs of people living outside this region. 
 
Our work doesn’t stop there… 
Although we are not funded for systemic advocacy, we had participated 
in many consultations, wrote submissions, supported e – petitions, 
attended network meetings, had undertaken professional development 
and attended the DANA Conference and the list goes on. 
 

 

Children with Disability Australia (CDA-national peak body) has published an 

education issues paper authored by Dr Kathy Cologon from the Children and 
Families Research Centre at Macquarie University.  The recommendations 
were written with CDA.  The paper takes a rights-based approach to inclusive 
education and draws on recent research to develop and support its policy 
recommendations. The paper can be downloaded from the CDA website.  

CDA represents children and young people (aged 0 - 25) with disability.  CDA 
undertakes the following to achieve its purpose: 

 Education of the national public policy-makers and the broader 
community about the needs of children and young people with 
disability. 

 Advocate on behalf of children and young people with disability to 
ensure the best possible support and services are available from 
government and the community 

 Inform children and young people with disability, families and care 
givers about their rights and entitlements to services and support 

 Celebrate the successes and achievements of children and young 
people with disability 

For more information contact by email: info@cda.org.au  
Phone: (03) 9482 1130 or 1800 222 660 (regional or interstate callers) 
Website:  http://www.cda.org.au/contactus 
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White Christmas Slice 

 

 
Ingredients 

 

1 cup powdered milk 
1 cup rice bubbles 
1 cup icing sugar 
½ cup desiccated coconut 
1 cup mixed dried fruit 
250g copha, melted and 
cooled off 
2 teaspoons vanilla 
essence 
 
 

Directions 
 

1. Mix all the dry 
ingredients together, than 
add the melted copha and 
vanilla and mix in 
 
2. Pour into a slice tin or 
baking tray lined with 
baking paper and press 
the mixture evenly into the 
tray 
 
3. Chill in the refrigerator 
till set and firm, about 2 
hours 
 
4. Cut into squares to 
serve 
 
 
 
 

 

  

     Jo Abbatangelo 

Facilitated Support for People with Severe and Persistent 
Mental Illness with Complex Needs. 

What is Partners In Recovery? 

PIR is about supporting people living with a mental illness to access 
their own recovery supports and services based on the needs of the 
individual.  Our role is to understand and facilitate the addressing of a 
person’s recovery needs through a comprehensive and coordinated 
response from a range of sectors, including: 

 Public, community and specialist mental health services; 

 Private psychiatrists and psychologists; 

 Primary and secondary health care services; 

 Alcohol and other drug treatment services; 

 Disability services; 

 Income support services (eg. Centrelink); 

 Supported accommodation services and other accommodation 
providers; 

 Personal Helpers and Mentors Program providers; 

 Providers of community based living skills programs; 

 Vocational rehabilitation, education and employment services; 

 Recreation and relaxation programs; and  

 Parenting support, child protection, domestic violence and justice 
services 
 

FNQ PIR will build stronger partnerships between sectors, services and 
supports, to promote a collective responsibility and encourage 
innovative solutions.  This will ensure individuals are able to access the 
services and supports needed to sustain and support their optimal 
health, wellbeing and recovery. 

 

Recovery isn’t about getting back to how you were before, 
it’s about building something new – Anonymous 

 

To connect with FNQ Partners In Recovery contact details are: 
 
Phone - 1800 367 747     Email – FNQPIR@centacarecairns.org 
Website – www.fnqpartnersinrecovery.com.au 
 

Keep your thoughts positive because your thoughts become your words 

Keep your words positive because you words become your behaviour 

Keep your behaviour positive because your behaviour becomes your habits 

Keep your habits positive because your habits become your values 

Keep your values positive because your values become your destiny. 

 – Mahatma Gandhi 

mailto:FNQPIR@centacarecairns.org
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RIA Newsletter 
Articles 

 

We encourage 
members, local services 
and the community to 

provide stories, 
interesting articles and 
advertisements for our 
quarterly Newsletter.   

 

Our Newsletter is 
distributed free of 

charge by emails, post or 
by accessing our 

website. 
 

If you would like to 
contribute to our next 

Newsletter, please 
contact Mary Klansek at 
our office on 40317377 

or email 
info@rightsinaction.org 

 

NB:  Sometimes space is 
limited and we reserve the 

right to decide on the content 
of The RIA Newsletter 

 

 
 

Reminder 
 

Please contact Mary on 
40317377 if you do not want 

us to send you our 
Newsletter 

 

 
                                                   Editorial from The Satellite New 4/12/13 
http://www.thesatellite.com.au/news/mal-brough-appointed-chair-ndis-

committee/2105322/ 
Prime Minister Tony Abbott has appointed Member for Fisher Mal 
Brough to Chair the Joint Standing Committee on the National Disability 
Insurance Scheme. 
 
Assistant Minister for Social Services Mitch Fifield said the committee 
will serve as a symbol of unity.  "It will also provide a forum where 
questions of design and implementation can be posed in a way that is 
not seen to be partisan'" he said. 
 
"We envisage the parliamentary oversight committee playing an 
important role in examining the experience in the NDIS launch sites and 
ensuring the blueprint of the Productivity Commission is realised." 
 
Mr Brough said he was delighted to be given the opportunity to be part 
of "developing one of most important and significant social policy 
initiatives in our nation's history". 
 
"I appreciate the importance of the work this committee can and will do 
on behalf of those Australians living with a disability, their carers and 
families," he said. 
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